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1. Thompson West End Park 
and Artesian Well

8th Avenue West

The Sprague Well was drilled to 119 
feet in 1903. It flows at approximately 
54 gallons per minute and provides 
pure artesian water.

1. Lakeshore Walking Trail
8th Avenue West

Linking two City parks, the lakeshore 
trail runs 1.5 miles along Lake 
Superior’s shore. The trail is part of the 
Wisconsin Maritime Trail System, and 
interpretive signs along the trail tell 
the story of Washburn’s logging 
history.

6. Washburn Historical 
Museum & Cultural Center 

1890
1 East Bayfield Street

The impressive brownstone 
Romanesque Revival building was 
designed by architects Conover & 
Porter of Ashland. It is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 
America. Be sure to visit the museum 
on the second floor.

10. DuPont Historic District

Four blocks of East 3rd Street, between 
Central Avenue and East 4th Avenue, 
have a concentration of homes from 
the 1880’s through the 1930’s. Many 
of the homes were constructed by 
DuPont for workers at the Barksdale 
Dynamite Factory, the largest TNT 
producer in America in the 1920’s.

2. Washburn City Hall -
1893; 1920

119 Washington Avenue

The 1893 brick section of City Hall 
was originally Washburn’s first library. 
The brownstone addition, added in 
the 1930’s was salvaged from the old 
Northern State Bank building.
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3. Washburn free Public 
Library 1904

307 Washington Avenue

The Classical Revival brownstone 
library is one of many libraries built 
with funding from Andrew Carnegie. It 
is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in America.

7. DuPont YMCA 1918
3 East Bayfield Street

The Dutch Colonial building served as 
the social center of Washburn from 
1918 to 2008. The community 
enjoyed bowling, dances and events. 
The Harlem Globetrotters even played 
a professional team from Milwaukee at 
the “Club” in the 1930’s.

11. Memorial Park
Park Road

Memorial Park is dedicated to the 
soldiers and sailors of Washburn.

4. St. Louis Church 1902
217 West 7th Street

This brownstone building was 
originally intended to be a tall, typical 
Gothic Revival church design. But 
lack of funds due to the decline in the 
lumber industry made the completion 
of this design impossible.

8. Meehan Merchantile 
Company 1888
2 East Bayfield Street

This large brownstone “union block” 
building originally housed a 
pharmacy, general merchandise store 
and a newspaper. The second floor 
also housed the Chequamegon Lodge 
of the International Order of Odd 
Fellows. The building now houses 
Chequamegon Books and Coffee.

5. Bayfield County 
Courthouse 1896

117 East 5th Street

The grand portico and domed cupola 
on the brownstone courthouse make 
this a particularly handsome building. 
When completed in 1896, for a cost of 
$31,000, each office had its own 
telephone! It is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in America.
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9. Bayfield County Bank and 
Racket Shop 1889

16 East Bayfield Street

These side-by-side brownstone 
buildings were constructed of stone 
quarried at Houghton Point. The 
County Bank was on one side of the 
building, while the Racket Shop that 
sold “notions” and general 
merchandise occupied the other side. 
The building now houses Washburn 
Family Dentistry.
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